
 
 
Newsletter No.25 
Friday 2nd September, 2011 
 
Dear Parents 
 
It was a great pleasure to join up with Board member and Hebron 
parents, Peter and Sharon Turner and have breakfast with our 
Prime Minister, Rt. Hon John Key. I spent time talking to John 
about Christian schooling in Auckland City and especially about 
Hebron Christian College. He was keen to hear about the school, 
the roll number and activities within the school. 

I invited John to visit our school and he promised to come next 
year stating that commitments to the Rugby World Cup, 
electioneering, etc precluded a visit this side of Christmas. (I 
invited Helen Clark on two occasions to visit our school when she 
was Prime Minister, but she never took up the offer. However, 
local Labour MP, David Shearer, visited the school last term and 
we had some good discussions on private schooling, integration, 
National Standards, etc). 

 

We welcome David Balzer  to our school for the next 4 weeks. David is a student 
teacher from Laidlaw College currently in his second year of study. He is 19 years old 
and spent the first half of his life in Tibet with his family who were involved with mission 
work. He thoroughly enjoys badminton and has a great love for motorbikes and 
computers. He is actively involved in his church, Royal Oak Baptist, and is a leader in 
their youth group. He is looking forward to the opportunities he will have at Hebron! 
 

 
 
 
Senior Secondary School Ball 
We’ve all read about the terrible events surrounding many school balls this year…binge drinking, drug taking, 
suicides, etc. Some schools are now considering banning the event because of the mayhem surrounding 
these events. The Hebron School Ball I attended with my wife and other staff was the complete opposite! No 
alcohol, no drugs, happy, mature and confident young teenagers having a great time!  
The whole event was organized by our Year 13 students and they did a marvelous job finding a venue, 
organizing the menu, booking the photographer, hiring a DJ and even decorating the hall with toadstools and 
props to support their fairyland theme. Well done students – we honour your maturity and responsibility! 
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Ball Princess & Prince, Julia Woo & Jordan Breetvel t 



Book Week  
We have had a great week of celebrating books during our annual Book Week. On 
Monday we had New Zealand author, Sharon Holt , author of “It’s True! You Can Make 
Your Own Jokes” and many other children’s books and school journal short stories, 
speak at a primary assembly. The children (and teachers) were rapped to hear of her 
enthusiasm and success in writing stories. During Tuesday morning, we had another 
speaker, Judith Raymond-Penney, author of the picture book “Cloak of Stars”, visit 
primary classes and speak of her story writing experiences.  
 
The Book Character Parade  on Tuesday afternoon was a great delight. Almost every 
primary child and all the teachers dressed up in a costume to represent a book character 
but they had to be group characters. We had the three blind mice, the three musketeers, 
Captain Hook (some thought it was me!), Peter Pan and Wendy, Dr Seuss characters, 
and many others. After parading around the top field, we all trooped over to the Everill 
Orr Rest Home and showed ourselves to the residents, some who were delighted to see 
us and some who didn’t realise we were standing in front of them! Thanks parents for 

helping with the costumes. 
 

 

 



On Wednesday night, Mrs Rauch’s drama group performed and sang 
beautifully and were followed by author and school speaker, Stu Duval.  He 
entertained the audience with an amazing historic story about Red McAlister, 
an English boy sent out to the Australian penal colony in the early 1800s, 
escaping to New Zealand and eventually marrying a Maori girl, the girl of his 
dreams. All this was built around a chalk drawing that Stu quickly drew up on 
the stage (see photo) which I am offering to the highest bidder (email 
principal@hebron.ac.nz). 
 
Today, the  Literary Tabloid Sports  programme took place with our 
wonderful Year 13 students organizing fun activities centred around books. 
The primary children were grouped into 7 mixed-age groups and in a Round-
Robin programme, spent 15min at each group. Lots of fun and laughter were 
heard at each group and helped to round off the week’s literary emphasis. 

         
 
Trash to Fashion Finals 
Kirsten Whittington,  a Year 13 student, has been selected to appear 
in the finals of this year’s Schools’ Trash to Fashion Competition at 
Corban Estate on Saturday night. Kirsten was also selected for last 
year’s finals and hopes to take out an award this year. This year’s 
theme is “Aroha Auckland” so Kirsten designed and created her outfit 
on a “Waitakere Ranges/West Coast Beaches” theme using organic 
“trash”. Items include Kauri bark, felted wool, Nikau husks and seed 
pods, skeleton leaves and flax. Some aspects of her costume took 3 
months to make. All the best for Saturday night Kirsten! 
 

 

School Cross Country   
-  Next Wednesday 1pm 
Our School Cross Country will be held this coming Wednesday afternoon at 1.00pm 
on the top of Mt.Albert. All school pupils will be taking part in the Cross Country run 
and parents are invited to watch the children run in their various age groups. 
 
All races will start and finish on the edge of the soccer field on the mountain. Children 
will need to bring their usual sports gear and sports shoes. They will change at school 
and leave their school uniform and bag at school. It would be advisable for them to 
take a drink and a jersey up to the run. A sunhat and sun lotion may be needed if the 
weather is sunny. A coat may be needed if the weather is cold or windy 

 COMING UP 



HEBRON-NEW LIFE FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP  

We look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at this school-wide event. In the event of inclement 
weather, go to the school website and a message will be posted on the homepage during the latter part of the 
morning announcing a postponement or phone the school (846-2159) to determine whether the event has 
been postponed. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE FOR PARENTS: 
1. Teach your children to “toughen up”  
Some Hebron children don’t like physical activity and will mysteriously fall sick on the day of the cross country 
then miraculously recover the next day and return to school…it happens every year! And worse still…the 
child’s parents even write notes telling how mysteriously sick they were!!  Parents…please show some 
leadership and grit and inspire your child(ren) to value physical fitness and well-being, ignore their groans 
and moans and send them off to the cross country!!!! 
2. Stay for the whole event .  
Please don’t take your child home as soon as their event is finished – stay until the awarding of certificates to 
the finalists is finished. If you must leave early, the child(ren)’s teacher(s) MUST be informed. Thank you 
 

 
 

In 2006, the Hebron staff & school board decided to offer a 
Hebron-funded teaching scholarship to a New Life Foundation 
(Tanzania) teacher every year in order to develop the 
orphanage school, teaching practices, etc. Consequently, Mrs 
Violet Kimambo , the school’s headmistress, was offered the 
scholarship funded by staff and parent donations and came to 
New Zealand in Term 3, 2006 and learnt a great deal about 
modern teaching practices, Christian education, school 
organisation, student management, etc. She returned to 
Tanzania and has been enthusiastically implementing these 
practices and strategies into the school.  
 
 
In 2007, Mrs Mary Mahene (above), the school’s French and Mathematics teacher was the successful 
recipient of the scholarship and she spent 6 weeks in our school and visited a lot of Hebron families. In 2008 
Mrs Martha Hizza  was offered the scholarship but could not travel here because she had become pregnant. 
The funds raised for her paid for Miss Apaukundi Swai  to come to New Zealand in October 2009 and she 
gained a great deal from her 6 weeks studying at our college. Mrs Hizza  was able to come in 2010 and had a 
most worthwhile time at our school. 
 

This year, Pastor Glorious Shoo has chosen Mr Grant Mwakajila  
(left) to take up the scholarship and he will come at the beginning of 
term 4. I would like to invite Hebron staff and parents to contribute 
towards Grant’s airfares and expenses which will total approx 
$3,000. I would also ask families to consider inviting Grant to their 
homes for a meal, an afternoon picnic, sightseeing, etc (Previous 
NLF staff have thoroughly enjoyed meeting many wonderful Hebron 
families this way). Please communicate your willingness to help in 
any way by filling out the form below or forwarding your 
donation/support slip to me or the school office. (Tax donation 
receipts will be issued for all donations received). 

Blessings to you all…. 

����������	�
��
Principal 
 
Name ___________________________ 

Yes, We would love to contribute to Mr Mwakajila trip and 6 week stay in NZ 

Amount promised/enclosed $ _______ 

   We will credit the school bank account: �������������������� (Please reference “Mwakajila”) 

Yes, we would love to invite Mr Mwakajila to our house for an evening meal 

Yes, we would love to have Mr Mwakajila accompany us on a family outing. 
    Please hand into Mr Matthews or the office as soon as possible. Thank you 


