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Dear Parents 
 
Restorative Justice – Miss Renee Harris 
At the end of Term 2 many of Hebron’s teachers attended a three day Christian Schools Conference held at 
Elim Christian College. The theme of the conference was 'courage' and we were privileged to have a 
wonderful line-up of keynote speakers from across New Zealand. Varied workshops were offered covering 
many different aspects of Christian education. 

The workshop I found most interesting was based upon Restorative Practices ; this was run by Greg Jansen 
and Rich Malta from Christchurch. Both men are currently working with education providers across the 
country to help train and educate teachers and youth workers on how to have mediated, restorative 
conversations with young people. 

As teachers and as parents we are often confronted by situations where we must deal with a student or child 
who has behaved inappropriately. In most cases instant punishment is deemed the appropriate response, but 
that does not mean it is the correct or effective response. As one of the speakers reminded us “Too rapid an 
escalation to punishment risks making a young person more angry than thoughtful”. I think we all can 
remember a circumstance from our childhood years when we ripened with rage after a punishment for which 
we deemed ourselves unworthy. 

In the book of James, chapter 1, verse 19 we are taught that we should ‘…be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry’. The lesson for us is that we should become 
reflective; we should think before we take action, we should carefully consider how we 
respond to situations in our daily lives. The following verse 20 tells us why we should be 

reflective, this is ‘because our human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires’. When we 
are angry we can say things we do not mean, we can instigate punishment that is swift and more ruthless 
than is necessary, and we can often harm the relationship which we have built-up with the student or child. 
Too often the focus is not to resolve and restore, but to punish and deal to. Reflection gives us time to calm 
down and think about how we can make a positive, calculated response that will help the student or child see 
where he/she has done wrong and how to put things right. 

This is where the mediated, restorative conversations come into action. We need to set aside a time to talk 
one-on-one with the student or child and to calmly discuss with them what has taken place. First of all get 
them to tell the story (what happened), secondly ask them to consider who has been affected by their actions 
(explore the harm), move on to asking them what they can do to make things right (repair the harm), and 
finally get them to think about how they will act in the future (moving forward).  This process of restorative 
conversation gives the student or child time to consider their behaviour privately, to think about the harm they 
may have caused others and then how they might work to restore or repair damage or hurt they have 
inflicted. We need to hand the responsibility over to the student or child. When we take responsibility and 
punish we often solve nothing, but create bigger problems for ourselves down the line. 

·  We want to encourage, not discourage. 
·  We want to engage, not disengage. 
·  We want to involve, not exclude. 
·  We want to comfort, not to distress. 
·  We want to include, not alienate. 

Through restorative practice we can heal and help our students.  The process 
encourages talking and conversation between the parties involved. Looking at 
who has been harmed and then restoring the harm. There are times to be 
angry, we read about an angry God in Hosea chapter 8, angry with the Children 
of Israel for taking their own direction; we think of an angry Jesus throwing the 
money changers out of the temple and we know that without the rod we can 
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spoil the child. There is a time to be angry and consequences are often very 
necessary but God is slow to anger and he encourages us to be slow to anger 
also. We need to be reflectors of Christ and therefore we must be reflective 
before we respond, before we act in a way we may later regret. 

I am so very thankful for what I learnt at this workshop and gained from the 
conference overall. It was a wonderful time of gleaning and sharing. Although 
this small reflection is but a taste of the conference I hope that I have shared 
something that is helpful not just for myself as a teacher but for each reader in 
some small way. 

 
 
 
HEBRON WINS NATIONAL “MOST CREATIVE STORY WRITING S CHOOL AWARD AGAIN!  
The New Zealand Post Children’s Book Awards 
Writing Competition has just announced the 
winners of this year’s New Zealand-wide Story 
writing Competition AND….Hebron Christian 
College was, like last year, awarded the MOST 
CREATIVE STORY WRITING SCHOOL IN 
NEW ZEALAND  !!!!!!!!!!! Wow! Congratulations 
to the 107 primary Hebron students who 
submitted 753 stories and poems. The 
prize…$1,000 worth of book vouchers! 
 
Lava Cave Revealed 
Auckland Speleology Group members, Peter Crossley 
and Pete Smith, visited the school site on Wednesday to 
photograph the inside of the tomo (lava cave) under our 
lower field which had been previously mapped 50 years 
ago. They have been collating information about 
Auckland lava caves so that Auckland’s cave heritage is 
not lost. So far almost 200 caves have been 
documented, but less than a quarter can still be entered. 
It is important that these ones are preserved. Peter 
states Aucklanders have not treated their caves well. 
Many have been used as rubbish holes or some have 
been blocked off to prevent entry, or, worse, people 
have collapsed them with bulldozers. Auckland is the only place in New Zealand where lava caves have been 
found. This is because lava tubes are formed by the surface of a lava flow crusting over and then the middle 
draining away when the source of supply dries up. This requires that the lava is fairly fluid, and to be found, 
the caves are not too old. In New Zealand that means less than 60,000 years old. Volcanoes like Ruapehu in 
the Central North Island have lava flows that are too sticky to form caves. 

 
      Speleologist, Pete Smith about to enter the tomo    Inside the tomo  
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Room 7 was on the bottom field when the “cavemen” came and had a good look at the unearthing of the 
entrance and the disappearance of the men into the tomo. Upon emerging, one boy asked, “Did you find any 
skeletons?” I plan to don some overalls next week and check out the cave myself before allowing students to 
explore the nether regions of the school in supervised visits…and with parent approval! 
 
It is likely that a report and photo(s) of the opening of the tomo will feature in Monday’s NZ Herald. 
 
Year 5 & 6 Eden-Albert Soccer Field Day  
Wow, what a great day at the Eden-Albert primary 
Schools Soccer Tournament! Hebron was undefeated 
and everyone participated in winning style with great 
goals, attack, defence and saves. 
  
Match Results:  
Hebron 6 - Good Shepherd 0 
Hebron 3 - Kowhai 1 
Hebron 1 - Dominion Rd 0 
Hebron 2 - Mangawhai 1 
 
Well done Elijah, Anson, Stephaan, Benji, Jonothan, 
Joseph, Tukua, Noah, Cole, Jayna and Sam. 
 
Thanks to the parents who came and helped with 
transport. And special thanks to Sam’s soccer coach Rob Markley who coached and supervised the team 
throughout the day. 
 

 
Daffodil Day 
Our Year 10, 12 and 13 secondary students assisted 
the Cancer Society in collecting donations at the May 
Rd New World Supermarket, The Stoddard Rd 
Shopping Centre and the Stoddard Rd industrial 
estate today. 
 
 
We also thank all the children who brought a donation 
to school. There were certainly a lot of children in the 
playground wearing yellow daffodils on their chest! 
 
 

 
Netball Success 
Congratulations to the Hebron Year 3 & 4 netball team 
winning their game against the Kohia Kittens 16-1 on 
Saturday and gaining first place in their grade. Well done girls 
and coach, Mrs Hatch.  

 
 
 
 
 
New Tenants in the Rahiri Flat 
The school now has a new family in the Rahiri flat on the top floor of the 
mansion. The Conway family  are well known to many Junior School 
families with Katie being in our Year 3 class and Christopher in our New 
Entrant class. Nick is a Police photographer so he might be first call if we 
have intruders on the property and Heidi is a doctor so we might call her 
our “House Doctor” on call for emergencies in the school! 



Year 12 Biology Trip to Blockhouse Bay – Ecological  Inter relationship Field Study 
 
As a part of the NCEA Internal Examination, our Year 12 Biology 
students went to Blockhouse Bay to collect primary data on the 
chosen organism in relation to the abiotic factors. The method 
used was quadrate sampling. This whole process is carried out 
during the low tide period. The students were well behaved and 
very cooperative at all 
times. 
 
 
Year 13 Biology Trip 
to the Luckens Point, 
(West Harbour)–
Mangrove Field Study  
As part of the NCEA 
Internal Examination, our 
Year 13 Biology students 
went to the marshy area of 
the Luckens Point to study 
the Mangrove 
pneumatophores. The 
students were collecting 

data on the distribution of the Mangrove pneumatophores in the upper 
inter tidal zone. The method used was quadrate sampling and the 
whole process was carried out during the low tide period.   
 
Sandwich Finalists  

     Year 7 group – Winner…Brendan Matthews (left) Group 8a – Winner…Victoria Ting (centre) 
 
The Year 7 and 8 students were taught how to make a 
sandwich by our Food Technology teacher, Mrs Hart. 
They had to design and make an attractive, tasty, and 
nutritious sandwich suitable for a school lunch. Mr 
Breetvelt chose the overall winning sandwiches. 
Winners were: 
    
 
Group 8b – Winner…Ryan Primrose (centre) 
 
Yes Boys can make great sandwiches! What a 
ministry? 
 

 



 
 
Year 6 – 8 Student & Parent Meeting – NEXT MONDAY N IGHT 
Parents of current Year 6, 7 & 8 students are invited to attend a “Celebration Evening” in the school hall this 
coming Monday night at 7:30pm. The staff of these classes will be sharing with you some of the many 
highlights and achievements of this area of the school. A notice went home today requesting your attendance 
with a RSVP slip to help us with the catering of food and drinks. Please circle this date on your Family 
Planner or punch it into your iPad (we wish!) and we will look forward to seeing you on this evening. 
 
BOOK WEEK NEXT WEEK  
Next week will be our amazing BOOK WEEK , full of events, visits and excitement! 
 

On Monday, we will be visited by SHARON HOLT , author of “It’s True! You can 
make your own jokes” as well as a number of New Zealand children’s books.  She 
will speak to the whole primary school, and then conduct a smaller workshop with 
aspiring writers. 
 
On Tuesday morning, we hope to be visited by 
JUDITH RAYMOND-PENNEY, who has written the 
picture book Cloak of Stars.  She will go into the 
junior school classes and talk to the students. 
 
After morning tea, the primary classes will be 
visited by the amazing YEAR 11 ENGLISH 
STUDENTS who will be sharing their own writing 
with them, and discussing skills and techniques. 
 

 
After lunch on Tuesday is our GRAND CHARACTER PARADE , where 
all those in the primary school – including teachers – dress up as a 
book character.  This year, the theme is ‘more than one’, so children 
must come as part of a group, for instance, the Three Little Pigs or 
Captain Hook and Peter Pan.  There is no limit to the number in the 
group (I have heard of one group of friends being the Seven Dwarves), 
but the rule is that the student cannot come as a character on their 
own. 
* Please do not go out and hire expensive costumes, this is a fun day.  
Simple works just as well. 
 

* Teachers are exempt from the ‘more than one’ rule.  After we parade around the school, we will visit the 
residents in the EVERILL ORR home. 

 
On Wednesday morning, the primary classes will be visited by the wonderful YEAR 9 ENGLISH STUDENTS, 
who have prepared presentations about books to show the younger students. 
 

Wednesday evening is going to be amazing.  The multi-talented STU DUVAL will be 
coming to our LITERARY EVENING, and most probably performing a wonderful story.  
Don’t miss out, you will regret it! Also performing will be Sarah Rauch’s musical theatre 
group, Orphans.  The evening will start at 7.30pm in the school hall, and will be FREE 
BUT you must get a ticket from the school office.  
 
Thursday is a free day. �  
 
On Friday we finish up book week with an afternoon of 
LITERARY TABLOID SPORTS , organized by our 
excellent Year 13s., then home for a rest, and curling up 
with a good book!  

 
 
 
 

 COMING UP 



HEBRON-NEW LIFE FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP   
 

In 2006, the Hebron staff & school board decided to offer a Hebron-funded teaching scholarship to a New Life 
Foundation (Tanzania) teacher every year in order to develop the orphanage school, teaching practices, etc. 
Consequently, Mrs Violet Kimambo , the school’s headmistress, was offered the scholarship funded by staff 
and parent donations and came to New Zealand in Term 3, 2006 and learnt a great deal about modern 
teaching practices, Christian education, school organisation, student management, etc. She returned to 
Tanzania and has been enthusiastically implementing these practices and strategies into the school.  
 
In 2007, Mrs Mary Mahene (right), the school’s French 
and Mathematics teacher was the successful recipient of 
the scholarship and she spent 6 weeks in our school and 
visited a lot of Hebron families. In 2008 Mrs Martha 
Hizza was offered the scholarship but could not travel 
here because she had become pregnant. The funds 
raised for her paid for Miss Apaukundi Swai  to come to 
New Zealand in October 2009 and she gained a great 
deal from her 6 weeks studying at our college. Miss 
Hizza was able to come in 2010 and had a most 
worthwhile time at our school. 
 
 

 
This year, Pastor Glorious Shoo has chosen Mr Grant Mwakajila  
(left) to take up the scholarship and he will come at the beginning of 
term 4. I would like to invite Hebron staff and parents to contribute 
towards Grant’s airfares and expenses which will total approx 
$3,000. I would also ask families to consider inviting Grant to their 
homes for a meal, an afternoon picnic, sightseeing, etc (Previous 
NLF staff have thoroughly enjoyed meeting many wonderful Hebron 
families this way). Please communicate your willingness to help in 
any way by filling out the form below or forwarding your 

donation/support slip to me or the school office. (Tax donation receipts will be issued for all donations 
received). 
 
 
Blessings to you all…. 
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Principal 
 
 
 
 
Name ___________________________ 

 

Yes, We would love to contribute to Mr Mwakajila trip and 6 week stay in NZ 

Amount promised/enclosed $ _______ 

   We will credit the school bank account: �������������������� (Please reference “Mwakajila”) 

Yes, we would love to invite Mr Mwakajila to our house for an evening meal 

Yes, we would love to have Mr Mwakajila accompany us on a family outing. 
         

     Please hand into Mr Matthews or the office as soon as possible. Thank you 
 


